
19-21 March 

British Leisure Show, Royal Windsor Racecourse
10-11 April

Cornwall Spring Flower Show
16-18 April

RHS Cardiff Flower Show
30 June - 1 July

Royal Norfolk Show
2-4 July

Scottish Game Fair
5-11 July

RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show
10 July

Tendring Hundred Show
13-15 July

Great Yorkshire Show
19-22 July

Royal Welsh Show
23-25 July

CLA Game Fair, Ragley Hall, Warwickshire
6-8 August

Lowther Horse Trials
29-30 August

Fenland Country Fair, Cambridge
18-19 September

Royal County of Berkshire Show
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SongBird Survival

PO Box 311  Diss  IP22 1WW

Telephone: 01379 641715

hat a cold and icy one it has been!  We hope
you have been out there, filling those feeders,
keeping the water free from ice!  Don’t forget

to keep all your bird feeders and baths clean – it is
important to prevent the spread of the deadly
trichomoniasis; greenfinches are particularly prone to
this disease.  The birds are certainly costing a fortune in
food!  I’ve resorted to making high-fat pastry with seeds
and fruit mixed in – not that it lasts very long stuck to all
the nooks and crannies in the trees, shrubs and fences
etc in the garden.

It will soon be Valentine’s Day – marking the start of
National Nest Box Week, organised by the BTO (visit:
www.bto.org/nnbw).  This is the perfect time of year to
put up new nest boxes for your birds.  SBS has a few
available to purchase, visit our website shop for full
details.

I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank
all of you who have
helped to make 2009 a
very successful year for
SBS, especially the
record show season.

Without the invaluable help from the team of very hard
working volunteers, SBS would not be able to attend any
shows.  I may run and set up the shows but it is the drive

and enthusiasm of the volunteers who make them a
success.  So thank you again.  And I really hope you will
help again this year?  

We are always looking for more help on the stands.
All help is welcome, from just a few hours to a full day or
( for the very hardy) a whole show!  We try to have some
fun as well as explaining our important message.  We love
meeting and involving our members and volunteers,
meeting new people and organisations and enjoying the
show as well.  A full list of this year’s shows that we intend
to have a stand at is on the back of the newsletter.  If you
would like to know more about the shows or especially if
you would like to help then please contact me in the
office for details. 

Thank you to all those who have renewed your
membership subscriptions (if applicable!).  Your member -
ship is very important and this is an area we try so very
hard to improve on.  Please, think of your friends and
colleagues.  If you could persuade just one of them to
become a member, and everyone achieved this, we would
double our total membership!  The more members we
have, the louder our voice, the better we will be heard,
the stronger our resolve and the more impact the
forthcoming research will have.

Our small team thank you for your support for
without you SBS wouldn’t exist.

Georgina Bradley
Office & Shows Manager
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Welcome to our
Winter newsletter

Our small team thank you for your support for
without you SBS wouldn’t exist.

I am interested in:

Membership/
recommendation
Gift Aid update
Placing Leaflets in
Garden centres/
libraries etc
SBS Christmas/Gift
Cards
SBS T-shirts
Volunteering at events 
Fundraising/
Donations
Wills/Legacies
Research

Please send me
more information

I have expertise in ........

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

and would like to help.

Name: ...................................

................................................

Address: ...............................

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

Postcode:.............................

Tel: .........................................

................................................

Email: ....................................

................................................

................................................

Post to: 
SongBird Survival
PO Box 311
Diss. IP22 1WW

Or email to:
dawn-chorus@songbird-
survival.org.uk

Printed by Nayler Group Limited, Aero Mill, Church, Accrington, Lancashire, BB5 4JS. Tel: 01254 234247
www.naylergroup.co.uk

TBC

SHOWS
dates for 2010

Bradfield Hall are not affiliated to any association or bird charity.

This high quality bird food when
ordered by SBS members earns us

10% of sales!
Please call 01263 833200

for details and prices.

BRADFIELD HALL BIRD FOOD
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ho, 30 years ago, would have guessed that Britain’s
commonest bird of prey would be the buzzard, that
peregrines would nest in many English cities (including

London) and that nesting red kites would outnumber avocets? The
change in the status of our birds of prey has been astonishing and,
you can be sure, beyond the wildest dreams of the RSPB. Raptors are
thriving in 21st-century Britain. Almost every species has a rising
population, and the tolerant attitude of most landowners and game -
keepers means that the future is brighter for birds of prey in the UK
than anywhere else in Europe. 

Despite this, the RSPB continues to release misleading stories to
the press suggesting that many of our raptors are on the brink of
extinction and threatened by the illegal activities of rogue
gamekeepers. Under “stop the killing now” on its web site, the red
kite, hen harrier, peregrine, goshawk and golden and white-tailed
eagles are depicted as “under threat”, yet all but the hen harrier have
growing populations. 

Ironically, the kestrel – for decades our commonest raptor – is
the only species with a seriously declining population; figures from
the British Trust for Ornithology show a 31% fall in numbers since
1970. In contrast, buzzards have increased so much (up 500%
between 1970 and 2007) that they now breed in every county in
mainland Britain, nesting in areas where they haven’t done so for
150 years or more. 

The BTO chose the buzzard as the cover bird for The New Atlas
of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland 1988-1991. Its distribution
map showed a striking east-west divide, with scarcely a breeding pair
in central, eastern and southern England. The next atlas, fieldwork
for which is well over halfway, will show a remarkable colonisation
of almost all of mainland Britain. 

RARE BIRD vs RARE BIRD 

According to the last atlas, “there seems no reason why the buzzard
should not reoccupy much more of its former breed ing range [it was
once widespread throughout Britain]. In fact, much of central and
eastern England contains appar ently suitable habitat but it is
possible that persecution by gamekeepers is still a limiting factor.” If
it was then it cer tainly isn’t now, and most gamekeepers are finding
that living with buzzards is not a problem. 

While buzzards may be relatively easy to get on with, the same
can hardly be said of the goshawk. We know very little about the past
status of this powerful raptor but according to the authoritative
Birds in England, “It is generally assumed that the species was
formerly widespread but was brought to extinction by intense
persecution in the 18th and early 19th century.” What we do know is
that the current UK popula tion of around 400 pairs is descended
almost entirely from birds imported for falconry in the Sixties and
Seventies. 

Few gamekeepers share the birdwatchers’ enthusiasm for this
spectacular species, and plenty of conservationists wish they didn’t
have to contend with it either. Goshawks are major predators of red
squirrels and equally bad news for black grouse, as lekking males are
an easy target. They are a limiting factor in the black grouse recovery
pro gramme in the north -east of England. The black grouse is a UK
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species, so it receives the highest
attention in the government’s conservation planning. Intriguingly,

SPECIES

BREEDING
POPULATION IN
PAIRS IN EARLY

1970s

MOST RECENT
POPULATION
ESTIMATES

STATUS

Buzzard 10,000 61,000 Increasing fast, now breeds in every county
Honey Buzzard 12 33-69 Increasing, almost certainly under-recorded
Sparrowhawk 12,000 41,000 Small but marked decline in recent years
Goshawk 30 410 Increasing
Golden Eagle 300 442 Stable, persecution may be limiting increase
White-Tailed Eagle 0 42 Slow but steady increase
Hen Harrier 300 749 Stable in Scotland, barely holding its own in England and Wales
Marsh Harrier 2 363-429 Increasing fast and expanding from East Anglian strongholds
Montagu’s Harrier 1 13-17 Stable, but on northern edge of range
Osprey 6 175 Increasing and now breeding in England and Wales
Red Kite 26 1,200 Increasing rapidly, helped by various reintroduction projects
Peregrine 375 1,492 After substantial increase population now stable (with decreases in Scotland, continued increases in England)
Kestrel 100,000 35,400 Serious decline, numbers still falling
Merlin 700 1,330 Stable, number difficult to estimate accurately
Hobby 100 2.200 Major and unexplained increase
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Raptor’s return
That Raptors are thriving in 21st

century Britain is due in no small

measure to the work of

landowners and gamekeepers,

most of it unacknowledged by

Natural England and the RSPB

By David Tomlinson, The Field, January 2010

no raptors are on the UK BAP list. 
What to do when one rare bird kills another is a problem for

conservationists. Some years ago, when peregrines were a lot less
numerous, a pair on Anglesey had a devas tating impact on the
island’s roseate tern colony, causing the birds eventually to move to
Ireland. They have not re turned. Peregrines are now more numerous
than at any time in the past 200 years. City-centre cathedrals are
popular nesting sites. It would be good to think that urban
peregrines survive on feral pigeons but they take an extraordinary
var iety of migratory birds, from corncrakes to woodcock. 

REINTRODUCTIONS 

While the peregrine’s recovery may have been remarkable, and the
buzzard’s unprecedented, the re-establishment of the red kite as a
breeding bird in England and Scotland has been the greatest
conservation success story of the past 20 years. Unrelenting
persecution had almost wiped out our red kites. Seventy years ago
there was only a tiny remnant population left in Wales, with just one
breeding female. 

In 1989 English Nature in the Chilterns and the RSPB on the
Black Isle started ambitious reintroduction schemes, using young
birds imported from Spain and Sweden respec tively. The birds
flourished, producing a sufficient surplus of young for further
reintroduction projects in Northampton shire, Yorkshire and North -
umber land. 

The Scottish birds have done less well, with around 4% found
poisoned annually. However, further release sites in Galloway, central
Scotland and Aberdeen have helped re establish red kites as Scottish
breeding birds; before the reintroductions started; the last recorded
nest was in Glen Garry in 1917. In Wales the native population is now
boom ing, with an estimated 600 breeding pairs last season. 

Red kites are opportunistic feeders and, though they will take
the occasional partridge poult or young pheasant, their principal
diet is carrion. Few keepers regard them as a prob lem: they provide
an efficient disposal service for trapped squirrels and rats, while
stalkers in the Chilterns now leave the deer grallochs for the kites to
clear up.

The reintroduction programme for the white-tailed eagle took
far longer, for these birds seldom breed before they are six or seven
years old. The project started with the release of birds on Rhum in
1975 but successful breeding didn’t take place until 1985. Now there
are around 40 pairs in the West ern Isles, where they are a major
tourist attraction. The local crofters are less enthusiastic and have
rejected a Scottish Natural Heritage study which found they do not
take lambs. 

EAGLE LIMIT 

For many years Scotland’s golden eagle population has re mained at
around 425 breeding pairs, possibly the optimum number for the
breeding territories available, but there are conservationists who
argue that such a healthy population should be producing a surplus
of young birds establishing new territories in areas like the Lake
District. Young birds taken from Scottish nests have been used for a
successful re introduction project in Ireland’s Glenveagh National

Park. 
In contrast to the eagles, Scottish ospreys continue to expand,

and now almost every suitable loch has a breeding pair, while
additional eyries have been established in the Lake District and, this
past season, Kielder Forest. 

When I was in my teens the sparrowhawk was a genuine rarity.
Generations of keepers had waged war on it with little effect, but
organochlorine pesticides almost wiped it out in a decade. Numbers
started to recover in the Seventies, and by the mid Nineties this was
once again a widespread breeding bird. However, the trend between
1994 and 2007 shows a 12% decline, a period when most of its
principal prey species – blackbird, song thrush, robin, blue tit, great
tit, chaffinch and greenfinch – have increased in numbers. 

In 1970 I helped monitor Britain’s only breeding pair of marsh
harriers at Minsmere in Suffolk. No one then antici pated this bird’s
remarkable comeback. Current estimates suggest over 400 breeding
females – male marsh harriers are often polygamous - and numbers
are growing by 10% a year. Such an increase is worrying many
managers of nature reserves, for marsh harriers invariably wipe out
local popu lations of ground-nesting birds like lapwings, and they are
not good news for water voles or grey partridges either. 

The majority of England’s marsh harriers are still re stricted to
East Anglia and Kent. This past season a pair of hen harriers nested
in south-east England, the first for almost two centuries. However,
most of Britain’s breeding hen har riers are restricted to Scotland. A
century ago they survived in numbers only on Orkney but they have
recolonised much of mainland Scotland, where today there are
around 700 pairs. Intriguingly, numbers have fallen on Orkney; a
decline in unmanaged grassland is thought to be the reason. 

MEDIA MANIPULATION 

The absence of breeding harriers from the majority of grouse moors
in north-east England is, according to Natural Eng land, because of
continued persecution by gamekeepers. In December 2008 it
published a report A future for the hen har rier in England? It noted
that “between 2002-2008, the com paratively tiny area of Bowland in
Lancashire accounted for over two thirds of all the 127 hen harrier
breeding attempts recorded by Natural England as part of its
intensive monitor ing programme. Throughout the rest of England,
only 19 breeding attempts were recorded on grouse moors, in spite
of the suitability of the habitat.” There’s no doubt that the hen harrier
remains the problem bird for both grouse-moor managers and
conservationists, and any solution requires considerable compromise
from both sides. 

Some years ago the headkeeper on a shoot on the South Downs
remarked to me that he liked seeing birds of prey over his ground, as
it showed everyone the healthy environment he was managing. The
fact that the word endangered can no longer be used for our birds of
prey is confirmation that such an attitude is far from unusual.
Frustratingly, the role that landowners and gamekeepers have played
in ensuring the recovery of our raptor population goes largely unac -
knowledged, yet another reminder that the media prefer bad news
stories, a fact the RSPB cynically exploits.

Red Kite

Marsh Harrier Buzzard



M
embers may be interested in the ‘behind the
scenes’ activities of your Trustees and small
office staff which are directed at reinforcing

our primary aim of producing scientific data on the
effects of uncontrolled predation of songbirds and using
this evidence to promote changes for their recovery.

Whilst planning this and the consequences of taking
forward the results of our existing projects, there is a
continuous programme of campaigning to alert opinion
formers of what is actually happening in our country -
side and gardens.

So, in summary, herewith the main contacts and
meetings over the past 2 years.  These have all been set
up to change perceptions about predation threats to
songbirds.  But inevitably, discussions overlap with
other species of birds – what is sauce for the goose is
sauce for the gander!  All ground nesting birds are now
feeling the pressure of increased raptors and corvids in
particular.
1. Continuous contacts and liaison with the Game &
Wildlife Conservation Trust, the Countryside Alliance,
the Moorland Association, the NFU and the CLA
amongst others.  The point here is that all these
organisations are sympathetic towards SBS core
objectives – there is strength in numbers.
2. Increasing our contacts with a range of MPs at
Westminster and in the House of Lords with a view to
holding a briefing event as soon as our scientific data is
published.
3. Similarly with Ministers and members of the Welsh
Assembly and Scottish Parliament.  In Cardiff we have
met with Jane Davidson AM, Minister for Environment,
Sustainability and Housing and in Scotland, Sir Jamie
McGrigor MSP for Highlands and Islands, who tabled a
motion at Holyrood on September 9th 2009 reading
Songbird Survival That the Parliament is aware of the
concerns of many bird lovers throughout the United
Kingdom about the decline of the songbird population;
notes research that suggests that over the last 40 years
many species of songbird have seen a reduction in
numbers of 50% or more with some species declining by
over 90%; recognises that a number of factors have led to
these declines and that these should be considered by
policymakers, and commends individual birdwatchers
and bird groups in the Highlands and Islands and
elsewhere in Scotland for their role in recording species’
numbers and the work of organisations such as Songbird
Survival that campaign to raise awareness of the threat
to our songbird species and ensure the creation of a
balanced biodiversity. 23 MSPs supported the motion
and a lively debate resulted in a response from the RSPB
(as was to be expected!)
4. SBS has attended meetings and written robustly
arguing against the release of Sea Eagles into East

Anglia.  This deeply flawed scheme has been dreamt up
by Natural England with finance pledged by the RSPB
and Anglian Water.
5. SBS continues to support the European Squirrel
Initiative in their splendid efforts to protect the Red
Squirrel, promote heavier control of the greys thus
helping reduce their effects on our songbirds and
ecosystem.
6. We will be visiting Northern Ireland in 2010 to
publicise our message and make new contacts and
increase our membership.  We know there are huge
predation problems over there.  We have a few members
in NI but we have only scratched the surface at present.
7. SBS is, through the membership, opposing the
irresponsible release of raptors and their further
encouragement generally in view of the all-time high
population levels in the UK.  Peregrines are being
actively encouraged in urban areas to the detriment of
other species.  Red Kites will become more predatorial
on live prey as their numbers increase.  SBS believes the
policy of the RSPB and Government Agencies to
popularize raptor watching flies in the face of sound
wildlife management and needs curbing.  
8. A change of Government may present an oppor -
tunity to amend/modify the 1981 Wildlife and
Countryside Act; as to at least, make derogations to
control predators more accessible.  This will remain a
long-term SBS area of activity and will require close
parliamentary contacts and a consortium approach
with our allies.
9. We have taken the RSPB to task for advocating a ban
on Larsen Traps in gardens and seeking to have all
shoots licensed.  SBS Trustee, Nick Forde was even
interviewed along side SpringWatch’s Chris Packham on
BBC Breakfasts’s red sofa in April regarding the need to
reduce magpie numbers.  One of our most active
members has built up a network of Larsen Trap
operators, mainly in the South East but this is now
spreading out to other areas.  Expert advice is given and
information exchanged.  This initiative is of great help in
reducing magpie numbers to help garden birds recover
and breed successfully (contact the office if you would
like to be put in touch.)

In summary SBS, with limited resources, has a huge
task in front of us to help change conservation policies
and the management of predation pressures.  We accept
there are other factors at work against songbird
numbers and reproduction levels.  Our voice may be
relatively small but with the support from our
membership much can and will be achieved.  As always
it is vital to build up our membership, raise funds and
deploy the correct science and logic to a serious national
problem.

e have started a debate on why our nation’s
approach to conservation is not working well
enough. We hosted a gathering of 40 politicians,

policy makers, Government agencies, conservationists and
countryside organisations in London on 28 October. We
started the debate around three issues: using stewardship
schemes to reward conservation success; revising our tangle
of wildlife laws; and suggesting Natural England needs to take
more account of land use in its policies. 

At present farmers in Stewardship Schemes get paid solely
for habitat improvements. If they were also paid for achieving
improvements in wildlife numbers, they might adopt other
measures such as predator control to achieve these ends.
There was general agreement to this in principle, though there
were concerns about how to balance giving farmers and
landowners more freedom about how and what type of wildlife

they encourage, with the monitoring conditions required by
the European Union (EU). 

Currently we have a complex and rigid multiplicity of
statutes that date back to the 1830s. Even Government
agencies admit they struggle to understand it and not fall foul
of the fact that different species can be affected by up to four
individual statutes. We need something simpler and more
flexible which hands back more initiative to farmers and
landowners. We are not looking for reduced protection, but
better and more flexible options that can take account of local
and regional populations.

Natural England’s general purpose is to protect
biodiversity. We think it should protect renewable land-use
too. We feel a more balanced remit would allow Natural
England to serve the countryside and our wildlife better. 

For more information on the GWCT visit: www.gwct.org.uk

Twenty years ago, those living in rural Wales would have easily recognised
the distinctive “peewit” call of the lapwing.  Today, however, the call is
becoming more scarce.

Since 2007, the RSPB has been working to maintain and strengthen the
largest remaining population of breeding lapwings of the Welsh uplands in
Hiraethog.  The project aims to attract more pairs to breed, while also learning
lessons about the best ways to manage the land for nesting adults and chicks.

Thanks to the help of farmers and partner organisations, habitat manage -
ment work has been carried out on 15 farms.  This includes targeted grazing
and creating more suitable habitats for chicks to find food, such as shallow
pools.

In 2007, surveys found around 70 breeding pairs in the area, which rose to
80 pairs in 2008.  However, further work has to be done, as more fledgling chicks
are needed to maintain the population.
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Why our nation’s approach to
conservation isn’t working well enough 
By Teresa Dent, Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust, Newsletter, November 2009

Saving Welsh Birds –

Boosting lapwing

numbers in Hiraethog
From the RSPB ‘News from Wales’ newsletter,
November 2009

�

Behind the scenes
By Keith McDougall, Policy Director

The Trustees and
staff believe that
with our members’
support we can
positively
contribute to
improved
conservation in the
UK.
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